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Model Year 1961-1971

Coverage Continental 1961-1969 + Continental Mark [l 1969-1971
Engines 430 MEL / 462 MEL / 460 V8 (365 hp in Mark Iil)

Body styles 4-door sedan, 4-door convertible, Mark 11l coupe

Key check Structure, vacuum accessories, convertible top

Market note Convertibles lead; Mark Il is the value entry

Every specification in this guide was checked against factory literature, marque references, period road
tests, and documented survivor cars. Where sources disagree or the record is silent, this guide says so
rather than guessing.

Published by RestorationEssentials

Inside This Guide

The chapter order follows the RestorationEssentials house standard: history first, then year-specific identity, then
the technical chapters you will use at the car.
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* Chapter 11: Common Modifications and How They Price
e Chapter 12: Year-by-Year Market Notes

e Chapter 13: The Pre-Purchase Inspection: Step by Step
e Chapter 14: Pricing Methodology: How to Value the Car
e Chapter 15: Ownership Costs: The First Five Years

e Chapter 16: Negotiation and Closing the Deal

» Chapter 17: Sources Consulted

e Chapter 18: Thank You

Chapter 1 - Why Buy a Slab-Side Continental or Mark Il

The 1961-1969 Lincoln Continental is the most architecturally honest American luxury car of its decade: Elwood
Engel's slab-sided design, rear-hinged doors, unibody construction, and a presence that still stops traffic. The
Continental Mark 11l (1969-1971) is its flamboyant younger sibling — the personal-luxury coupe that took the fight
to the Eldorado with hidden headlamps, a spare-tire hump decklid, and 365 horsepower of 460 V8. Both are still
priced as usable classics rather than trailer queens, which is exactly why this guide exists: to keep you from
buying someone else's unfinished restoration at a finished car's price.

Buy the best structure you can find. On a unibody Continental, rust repair is the budget; everything else is detail
work. A straight, solid driver-grade car with working accessories will cost you less in the end than a shiny car with
soft rockers and dead vacuum locks. This guide walks the whole inspection in the order that matters: identity first,
structure second, mechanics third, cosmetics last.

Chapter 2 - Model-Year Changes 1961-1969

Years Engine Key changes
1961-63 430 V8, 300 hp Original Engel design; sedan + convertible
1964-65 430 V8, 320 hp Detail refinements; front discs 1965
1966 462 V8, 340 hp Full reskin, 5 in longer; peak production
1967 462 V8, 340 hp Last convertible (2,276); safety upgrades
1968 462, then 460 V8 Side markers; Mark 11l debuts April 1968
1969 460 V8, 365 hp Last year for rear-hinged doors
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The three acts: 1961-63 is the purest design and leads the market; 1964-65 is the sweet spot for drivers; 1966-69
is the reskinned car with the bigger engines and, from 1968, the transition from the 462 MEL to the 460 385-series
V8. Never assume the engine from the model year on a 1968 — read the VIN engine code and the block casting.

Chapter 3 - The Mark 111 1969-1971

The Continental Mark Il arrived in April 1968 as a 1969 model, built at Wixom on the Thunderbird platform and
aimed squarely at the Cadillac Eldorado. One engine: the 460-cubic-inch V8 with a four-barrel, rated at 365
horsepower and 500 Ib-ft (Hagerty's valuation data confirms the 460/365hp 4bbl specification across the
1968-1971 generation). One transmission: the C6 three-speed automatic. Production ran 30,858 in 1969, 21,432
in 1970, and 27,091 in 1971 — 79,381 cars total — at a 1969 base price of $6,741.

What to look for: hidden headlamp doors that operate smoothly (vacuum), the Cartier clock, standard leather
interior condition, and the Sure-Track rear brake option if claimed. The Mark Il shares its 460 with millions of
Fords, so mechanical parts are the easiest of any car in this guide — the money goes to trim, chrome, and
interior. Rust hits the same places as any unit-body Ford of the era: lower quarters, trunk floor, and floors. Mark
llls price below Continental convertibles and above most Continental sedans; buy on condition, because the
spread between a #3 driver and a #4 project is smaller than the cost of closing it.

Chapter 4 - Engine Guide: 430, 462, 460

Engine Years Rating Parts outlook
430 MEL 1961-65 300 hp (1961-63); 320 hp Rebuildable; MEL-specific
(1964-65) hardware is hunted
462 MEL 1966-68 340 hp Short production window;
fewer cores
460 385-series 1968-69 + Mark Ill 365 hp Deep aftermarket; easiest
to live with

The engine question is a budget question. A 430 or 462 rebuild costs more than a 460 rebuild because the MEL
parts chain is thinner — price the car accordingly if the engine is tired. An engine-family swap (a 460 in place of a
430) is a disclosed modification that re-prices the car downward in the correctness market, however well it runs.
Verify the engine by VIN code and block casting before you negotiate; 'numbers-matching' claims on these cars
are checked, not taken.

Chapter 5 - Value Hierarchy: What Commands the Premium

e 1961-63 convertibles — the market leaders; top money for documented, correct cars.

e 1967 convertibles — rarest single-year body (2,276); the last-of-the-breed premium is real.
* 1964-66 convertibles — strong, with the '66 peak-year cars the most available.

* 1969 sedans — last year of the rear-hinged doors; a modest premium over 1968.

e Mark Il 1969-71 — below Continental convertibles; 1969 first-year cars lead slightly.

* 1966-68 sedans — the affordable entry; buy the best structure, not the lowest price.

Across every body style, the price drivers in order are: structural solidity, convertible-top and vacuum-accessory
function, interior-trim completeness, paint quality, and mechanical freshness. A #1 concours car is worth multiples
of a #4 project — but the restoration cost between them exceeds the spread, which is why this guide keeps
repeating: buy structure, buy function, buy completeness.
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