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1977 Pontiac Trans Am Restoration Guide
Model Year 1977

Model Pontiac Firebird Trans Am (2nd-gen F-body)

Engines 400 cid Pontiac V8 (180 hp); W72 T/A 6.6 (200 hp); 403 cid
Olds

Transmission TH350 auto; Borg-Warner 4-speed (W72 only)

Production 68,745 Trans Ams; 15,567 Special Editions

Notable The 'Bandit' year; Y81/Y82 black-and-gold SE

Every specification in this guide was checked against factory literature, marque references, period road
tests, and documented survivor cars. Where sources disagree or the record is silent, this guide says so
rather than guessing.

Published by RestorationEssentials

Inside This Guide

The chapter order follows the RestorationEssentials house standard: history first, then year-specific identity, then
the technical chapters you will use at the car.

e Chapter 1: The Second-Generation F-Body and the Bandit Year
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e Chapter 2: What Makes 1977 Different

e Chapter 3: VIN and Fisher Body-Tag Decoding

e Chapter 4: Engines: The 400, the T/A 6.6, and the 403

e Chapter 5: Transmissions, Axles, and the W72 Driveline

» Chapter 6: Suspension, Brakes, Steering, and the Snowflakes
* Chapter 7: Special Editions: Y81, Y82, and the Gold Package
e Chapter 8: Paint, Stripes, and the Hood Bird

e Chapter 9: Production Numbers and Rarity

e Chapter 10: Rust-Prone Areas and Inspection Guide

e Chapter 11: Restoration Sequence for the 1977 Trans Am

e Chapter 12: Engine Specifications at a Glance

* Chapter 13: Options and Factory Details

e Chapter 14: Buyer Inspection Checklist

e Chapter 15: Casting Numbers, Block Codes, and Date Codes
e Chapter 16: Clones and Conversions: Tells That Matter

» Chapter 17: Critical Fasteners: Sequence and Sources

» Chapter 18: Sources Consulted

e Chapter 19: Thank You

Chapter 1 — The Second-Generation F-Body and the Bandit Year

The second-generation Firebird (1970%2-81) was seven years old when 1977 gave it quad rectangular
headlamps, a sharper nose, and the most famous film role any American car ever landed. Pontiac built 68,745
Trans Ams that year — more than the base, Esprit, and Formula lines' momentum combined suggested a few
years earlier — and the black-and-gold Special Edition became, permanently, ‘the Bandit car.' The 455 was gone;
the 400 was the headline engine; and the restoration questions this guide answers are the ones the car still asks:
which engine is really in it, is the gold factory, and where has the rust moved in.

Chapter 2 — What Makes 1977 Different

» Restyle: quad rectangular headlamps and the pointed 1977 nose — one-year look before the 1979 no-grille
face.

No 455: the big engine ended with 1976. A '77 wearing 455 badges is wearing a story, not an option.

W72: the T/A 6.6 performance package — the only route to the Borg-Warner 4-speed.
Y81/Y82: the Special Edition goes mainstream — 15,567 built per PMD records.

Chapter 3 — VIN and Fisher Body-Tag Decoding

The 13-character VIN opens with the division and series: 2 Pontiac, W Trans Am, 87 coupe. The engine letter
follows — Z for the Pontiac 400, K for the Oldsmobile 403 in the standard decoder tables — then 7 for 1977, the
assembly plant (N Norwood, Ohio; L Van Nuys, California), and the sequence. A documented example reads
2W87Z7N176876.
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The Fisher body tag on the cowl carries the build detail: a documented decode reads ST77 (1977 style), 2FS87
(Pontiac Firebird coupe), the plant letter and Fisher body number, the trim code (19B = black cloth on the
documented car), and A51 for bucket seats; the paint line carries the color code — 19, Starlight Black, on Special
Edition cars. The recognized authority for proving a Y81/Y82 or W72 car is the Pontiac Historic Services
documentation packet — order it before the restoration, not after the argument.

Chapter 4 — Engines: The 400, the T/A 6.6, and the 403

Three V8s wear '6.6" in 1977 documentation, and they are not interchangeable. The standard Trans Am engine is
the Pontiac 400 (L78), 180 hp net with a four-barrel and dual exhaust. The T/A 6.6 (W72) is the same
displacement at a hotter tune — 200 hp. California and high-altitude cars received the Oldsmobile-built 403
instead, an engine with its own parts universe and its own following; period references vary between 180 and 185
hp for it, and this guide says so rather than picking one silently. All three are documented in the service literature;
none of them is a 455.

W72 specifics to preserve: its calibration, carburetion, and exhaust specification are the package as much as the
sticker. A restoration that treats W72 as 'just a 400' erases the thing the buyer paid for in 1977.

Chapter 5 — Transmissions, Axles, and the W72 Driveline

The Turbo Hydra-Matic automatic serves the standard cars and the 403; the Borg-Warner 4-speed manual was
rationed to the W72 package — 6,459 W72 cars were built across both transmissions, and the manual cars are
the hunted ones. Axles are documented per car (a 3.23 limited-slip is documented on a Y82 example). Record the
transmission and axle identification before removal; on W72 cars the driveline combination is part of the identity.

Chapter 6 — Suspension, Brakes, Steering, and the Snowflakes

Trans Am hardware was the handling flagship of the Firebird line: power front discs and rear drums, quick-ratio
steering, and the model's own spring and bar calibration. Special Edition cars roll on 15-inch gold snowflake
wheels — verify the casting and the gold tone against documented cars; snowflakes exist in several generations
and only one belongs here. Tire size is a documented 225/70R15 in period fitments.

Chapter 7 — Special Editions: Y81, Y82, and the Gold Package

The black-and-gold Special Edition began as Pontiac's 50th-anniversary car for 1976 and became the Bandit for
1977. Two codes: Y81, the hardtop package at $556, and Y82, the same car with Hurst T-top hatches at $1,141.
PMD records count 15,567 Special Editions for 1977. Equipment, in summary: gold snowflake wheels, gold
pinstriping and lettering, the gold hood bird, gold engine-turned dash and console trim, and gold spokes on the
Formula steering wheel.

Rarity math for restorers: roughly 6,000+ of the 15,567 were Y82 T-top cars (the figure 6,030 circulates for the
automatic T-top subset; treat exact splits as PHS territory), and the W72-with-automatic SE subset is documented
around 549 cars. Every SE carries a value premium and a clone industry — Chapter 16 handles the tells; the PHS
packet settles them.

Chapter 8 — Paint, Stripes, and the Hood Bird

Special Edition paint is code 19, Starlight Black, with the gold graphics package; regular Trans Ams span the
1977 Pontiac chart, all on the cowl tag. The hood bird is a decal, not paint, and its placement and gold tone are
restoration-grade details. The reproduction market is deep here — which means correctness is a research
exercise, not a shopping exercise: match the documented package, not the loudest catalog photo.
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