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Model Year 1987

Model Buick Regal Grand National (WE2) / GNX
Platform GM G-body, rear-wheel drive

Engine 3.8L LC2 SFl intercooled turbo V6 (245 hp)
Transmission 200-4R automatic overdrive, 3.42 axle
Notable Final year; 20,193 GN + 547 GNX built

Every specification in this guide was checked against factory literature, marque references, period road
tests, and documented survivor cars. Where sources disagree or the record is silent, this guide says so
rather than guessing.

Published by RestorationEssentials

Inside This Guide

The chapter order follows the RestorationEssentials house standard: history first, then year-specific identity, then
the technical chapters you will use at the car.
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e Chapter 1: Buick and the Turbo Regal Idea

e Chapter 2: What Makes 1987 Different

e Chapter 3: VIN and SPID-Label Decoding

» Chapter 4: The LC2: Intercooled Turbo 3.8

* Chapter 5: The GNX in Depth

e Chapter 6: Transmission: The 200-4R and the 3.42 Axle
e Chapter 7: Suspension, Brakes, Steering, and Wheels

e Chapter 8: Paint, Trim, and the Black-Only Rule

e Chapter 9: Production Numbers and Rarity

» Chapter 10: Rust-Prone Areas and Inspection Guide

» Chapter 11: Restoration Sequence for the 1987 Grand National
» Chapter 12: Engine Specifications at a Glance

e Chapter 13: Options and Factory Details

e Chapter 14: Buyer Inspection Checklist

e Chapter 15: Casting Numbers, Codes, and Date Codes
* Chapter 16: Clones and Conversions: Tells That Matter
» Chapter 17: Critical Fasteners: Sequence and Sources
* Chapter 18: Sources Consulted

e Chapter 19: Thank You

Chapter 1 — Buick and the Turbo Regal Idea

Buick spent the late 1970s turbocharging its V6 while the rest of Detroit downsized and apologized. The engineers
who had built the GS 455 asked what boost could do for the 231 V6, and the answer ran from the 1978 Regal
Sport Coupe through NASCAR manufacturer's titles in 1981 and 1982 to the Grand National package itself. By
1987 the formula was finished: an intercooled, sequentially injected turbo V6 in an all-black Regal coupe that
outran every V8 GM sold that year. This guide covers the 1987 car — the last, fastest, and most produced of the
line — and the 547 GNXs built beside it.

Chapter 2 — What Makes 1987 Different

e Power: 245 hp and 355 Ib-ft, up 10 hp and 25 Ib-ft on 1986. Period tests put the car at 0—60 in about 6.1
seconds and the quarter in the high 13s.

* Volume: 20,193 Grand Nationals — Buick extended GN-only production past the planned July Regal
shutdown through December 1987, and roughly 10,000 cars were built after that August decision with a fixed
package of 17 required options.

e Final form: 1987 is the last year of the rear-drive G-body Regal. The GNX exists only this year.

* Siblings: the WE4 Turbo T (1,547 built) put the same powertrain in a lighter car — aluminum bumper
supports and wheels — available in colors. Know it before you judge a 'black GN with gray bumpers.’
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Chapter 3 — VIN and SPID-Label Decoding

The 17-character VIN reads like the worked example 1G4GJ117XHP400001: 1 United States, G General Motors,
4 Buick, G the G-body series, J the Regal trim level (the K code planned for the Grand National was never used),
1 two-door coupe, restraint code, engine digit 7 for the LC2 3.8 SFI intercooled turbo, check digit, H for 1987, P for
the Pontiac, Michigan plant, and the serial from 400001.

The VIN alone proves a turbo Regal coupe — not a Grand National. The Grand National is option code WE2, and
it is proven on the SPID (Service Parts Identification) label under the trunk lid, which must carry a VIN matching
the dash plate. A WE2-code SPID plus the LC2 engine digit is the identity. Everything else — black paint, badges,
interior — can be and has been added to ordinary turbo Regals, which is why the SPID label is the first thing a
buyer photographs and the last thing a restorer ‘restores’ away.

Chapter 4 — The LC2: Intercooled Turbo 3.8

The LC2 is a 3.8-liter (231 cu in) 90-degree V6 with sequential fuel injection and an intercooled Garrett
turbocharger: cast-iron block and heads, 8.0:1 compression, 3.80 x 3.40-inch bore and stroke, four main
bearings, hydraulic lifters. Officially 245 horsepower at 4,400 rpm and 355 Ib-ft at 2,000 rpm — the torque figure,
arriving that low, is the car's whole personality. Restoration doctrine for the LC2 is documentation-first: the
intercooler, its ducting, and the turbo plumbing are the parts most often swapped, upgraded, or lost, and the
factory configuration is the value. Engine-management is chip-based; period-correct calibration is part of the car's
originality story, and performance chips belong in the car's file with their paperwork, not silently in the ECM.

Chapter 5— The GNX in Depth

Buick sent 547 Grand Nationals to ASC/McLaren for the GNX — 'Grand National Experimental' — at a $10,995
premium ($29,900 total). The work was mechanical, not cosmetic: a Garrett turbocharger with a ceramic impeller,
a larger intercooler, low-restriction exhaust, a reprogrammed ECM, transmission upgrades, a ladder-bar and
Panhard-rod rear suspension revision with added frame bracing, functional front-fender heat vents, flared arches,
16-inch black mesh wheels, deleted exterior emblems, Stewart-Warner gauges, and a serialized dash plaque
numbered within the 547. Official rating: 276 hp and 360 Ib-ft, numbers the entire hobby understands to be
conservative — this guide prints the official figures and notes the period dyno reputation without adopting a bigger
number it cannot document.

For restorers the GNX lesson is identity discipline squared: 547 cars, every one documented, and a tribute
industry behind them. The serialized plague, the ASC conversion hardware, and the paper file are the car.
Nothing about a GNX should be 'improved' casually — each change is a withdrawal from a documented account.

Chapter 6 — Transmission: The 200-4R and the 3.42 Axle

One transmission was offered: the 200-4R four-speed automatic overdrive, behind a 3.42 rear axle (G80
limited-slip was part of the late-run required package and common throughout). The GNX received its own
transmission calibration work at ASC/McLaren. Restoration sequence: record the transmission's identification
before removal, and treat shift calibration as originality — the way these cars shift is part of how they were
reviewed and remembered.

Page 3
SAMPLE EXCERPT — full guide available at the link on the cover sheet



