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This is the RestorationEssentials factory-correct restoration guide for the 1969 AMC SC/Rambler — one
model, one year, nothing else. Every specification in this guide was checked against marque references,
factory literature excerpts, and enthusiast documentation before it was written.

Our operating ethic is simple: we don't lie and we don't steal, we offer value. That means three things

for this guide. First, no invented specifications — every number has a source. Second, where reputable
sources disagree, the disagreement is disclosed in the text and in the Sources, Conflicts & Omissions
section rather than papered over. Third, where a detail could not be verified, it is omitted and the omission
is recorded — an honest gap beats a confident fabrication.

How to use this guide: start with the VIN and fender-tag (or door data plate) decoding sections to establish
exactly what your car was when it left the factory. Use the engine, transmission, axle, paint, and casting
sections to verify that what is on the car today matches what should be there. Use the rust and
restoration-sequence sections to plan the work. And keep this guide in the shop — it is a working
document, not a coffee-table book.

A final note: these cars are sixty years old. Parts have been swapped, tags have been lost, and memories
have faded. Trust

the metal — casting numbers, date codes, and stampings — over stories. When in doubt, photograph
everything and verify

against the factory service manual for your year.

1. Manufacturer History: American Motors

American Motors was formed in 1954 by the merger of Nash and Hudson — the last independent
American automaker of consequence, a company that survived by being cleverer than the Big Three
rather than bigger. Under George Romney, AMC found its identity: the Rambler, an honest compact that
sold on value while Detroit sold on size.

AMC's performance era arrived in the late 1960s. The 1968 Javelin and AMX gave AMC a genuine pony
car and a two-seat sports car, both powered by the new AMC V8 family (290/343/390). The 1969
SC/Rambler — built with Hurst — was AMC's drag-racing statement: a 315-horsepower 390 in the
compact Rogue body with red-white-and-blue paint, built to dominate NHRA's F/Stock class. It did.

AMC's engineering was genuinely innovative: the unit-body construction, the 1966 V8 family with its
thin-wall casting, and — from 1970 — the purchase of Jeep, which would eventually be AMC's salvation
and legacy. For the restorer, AMC's small production volumes mean thinner reproduction support than the
Big Three, but a passionate marque community and the American Motors Owners Association.

AMC survived as an independent until 1987, when Chrysler bought the company — mostly to get Jeep.
The 1968-1974 performance cars (Javelin, AMX, SC/Rambler, Rebel Machine) are the heart of AMC
collecting: low production, high character, and still attainable. Factory-correct restoration rewards patience
and marque-community connections.

1969 American Motors SC/Rambler

2. Model History: American Motors SC/Rambler

The SC/Rambler was American Motors' wildest muscle car — a 1969-only collaboration with Hurst
Performance that crammed the 315-horsepower 390 V8 into the lightest body AMC had, the compact
Rambler Rogue hardtop. Built to homologate the combination for NHRA F/Stock drag racing (which
required at least 500 production cars), it was muscle boiled down to its essence: big motor, four-speed,
heavy-duty everything, and nothing else.
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uped the basic cars to Hurst for final fitting, and the two companies turned ou'%si,gﬁ‘ examples.

got the 390 four-barrel, a close-ratio Borg-Warner T-10 four-speed with a Hurst T-handle shifter,
a 3.54 Twin-Grip limited-slip axle, heavy-duty suspension with a front sway bar and staggered rear
shocks, front disc brakes, subframe connectors, Thrush mufflers, a functional hood scoop, and a
steering-column-mounted Sun tachometer. No options were allowed — the price stayed under $3,000.
The SC/Rambler is remembered as much for its looks as its performance: stark red, white, and blue
graphics in two schemes — the outlandish ‘A" scheme with big red side panels, blue wheels, and a giant
arrow on the hood pointing into the scoop, and the more conservative 'B' scheme. About 80 percent wore
the wilder A scheme.

The first 10 cars were sent to noted AMC racer and tuner H. L. Shahan in Los Angeles for preparation as
press cars, which Car and Driver and Road and Track tested in mid-1969. As a one-year-only Hurst
collaboration with genuine drag-strip intent, the SC/Rambler is the most flamboyant expression of AMC's
late-1960s performance turn.

3. What Makes the 1969 Unique

The 1969 SC/Rambler is a one-year-only car — there is no 1968 or 1970 version, and every one of the
1,512 cars was built the same way: 390 V8, four-speed, 3.54 Twin-Grip, heavy-duty suspension and
brakes, and the red/white/blue graphics. No options were permitted, which is why the price stayed under
$3,000 and why originality is comparatively easy to verify — there were no factory variations to fake.

The Hurst connection is the car's identity: AMC worked directly with Hurst Performance, shipping basic
cars to Hurst for final fitting, and every car left with a Hurst-branded T-handle shifter. The conversion also
added subframe connectors to stiffen the unibody, staggered rear shock absorbers to control axle wrap on
hard launches, rolled rear fender lips for drag tires, Thrush mufflers, and a functional hood scoop wearing
'Air' decals with a giant blue arrow directing air into it.

The NHRA F/Stock homologation purpose explains the formula: the rules required at least 500 production
cars, so AMC built 1,512 — enough to legalize the combination and then some. Period advertising claimed
a 14.3-second quarter mile straight out of the box, and road tests put 0-60 in the six-second range with
guarter miles in the low 14s — competitive with cars costing twice as much.

The two paint schemes are the visual signature: the wilder 'A' scheme (large red side panels, bright blue
wheels, the hood arrow) and the more conservative 'B' scheme (white with thin red and blue stripes).
1969 American Motors SC/Rambler

Hagerty estimates about 80 percent of cars wore the A scheme, and registry-based reports put B-scheme
cars at about 297 of the 1,512. The colors were Frost White with Matador Red and Regatta Blue.

The first 10 production cars were press cars: sent to H. L. Shahan in Los Angeles in early 1969 for
preparation, they served Car and Driver (May 1969) and Road and Track (June 1969) road tests before
being sold — one documented example was sold new in Rockford, lllinois in July 1970 after its press
duties. These early cars are the most historically significant SC/Ramblers.

Restoration notes specific to the SC/Rambler: the VIN must read AAM097X — the X engine code is the
390 identifier, and every SC/Rambler VIN observed carries the M transmission code. Verify the Hurst
shifter, the Twin-Grip axle, the staggered shocks, the subframe connectors, and the scoop with its decals.
The graphics are reproduced, but the underlying red/white/blue paint breaks must be correct for the
claimed scheme. Beware tribute cars built from ordinary Rambler Americans — the VIN and the
Hurst-specific hardware are the authentication.

Year-to-year changes at a glance.

m One-year-only model — the sole year of the Hurst SC/Rambler collaboration.

m 390 V8 (315 hp) standard and only engine; Borg-Warner T-10 4-speed the only transmission.

Page 3 of 20
SAMPLE EXCERPT — full guide available at the link on the cover sheet



