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Key facts at a glance

Model

Engines

Transmissions

Notable

Production

Buick GSX 1972 Platform GM A-body, 112-in
wheelbase

350/ 455 4V (250 net) / Stage 1 (270 net)

3-spd manual, Muncie M21 4-spd, Turbo 400

VIN alone doesn't prove GSX — build sheet does
Every specification in this guide was checked against
factory literature, marque references, period...

44
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Single-year coverage. Factory-correct specifications. No guesswork.
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Chapter 1 — Buick: The Valve-in-Head Division

Buick was founded in 1903 by David Dunbar Buick, taken over by William C. Durant in 1904, and became
the foundation on which Durant built General Motors in 1908. Buick's identity was set early: the
valve-in-head engine (the industry's first production overhead-valve design), quiet power, and a step
above Chevrolet without the Cadillac price. The Dynaflow automatic (1948), the nailhead V8 (1953), and
the 1963 Riviera made Buick the engineer's choice among GM divisions.

Buick entered the muscle-car conversation with the 1965 Gran Sport — a Skylark with the
325-horsepower 401 nailhead — and stayed with the GS 400 and GS 350 through the late 1960s. But
Buick's masterpiece was the 1970 GSX: Saturn Yellow or Apollo White paint, black stripes, a rear spoiler,
and the Stage 1 455 — 360 horsepower and 510 Ib-ft of torque, the most torque of any American
production muscle-car engine. The 1971 and 1972 GSXs in this guide are the rare sequels to that legend.
For the restorer, Buick's GM membership is the great advantage: A-body chassis parts interchange across
Chevrolet, Pontiac, Oldsmobile, and Buick, and the aftermarket supports the platform deeply. What
doesn't interchange is anything that says GSX — the stripes, spoilers, emblems, and documentation that
make these cars what they are.

Chapter 2 — Gran Sport and GSX: Buick's Muscle-Casual Years

The Gran Sport started in 1965 as a Skylark option and grew into its own series: the GS 400 (1967-1969)
with the 340- and 350-horsepower 400 V8, and the GS 350 as the balanced alternative. Buick's muscle
cars were always the thinking man's choice — understated outside, deeply engineered inside, with the
industry's best automatic transmissions and suspensions tuned for the real world.
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!Jarnved for 1970 as Buick's answer to the Judge, the Super Bee, and the graEb er-color wars: a

- s package on the GS 455 with only two colors (Saturn Yellow, Apollo White), bold stripes, hood
tachometer, rear spoiler, and the Stage 1 455 standard. It worked — the 1970 GSX is a blue-chip muscle
car — so Buick brought the package back for 1971 and 1972 in quieter form: any GS color, subtler stripes,
and availability as a package rather than a standalone model. Quieter — and far rarer.

For the restorer, the 1971-1972 GSXs are authentication challenges: low production, package (not model)
status, and records that don't cleanly divide engine installations. The build sheet and cowl tag are
everything. This guide treats documentation as the car.

Chapter 3 — What Makes 1972 Different

The 1972 GSX is the rarest GSX of all — 44 built — and a different animal from the 1970-1971 cars. For
1972 the GSX became an appearance and handling package available on the GS 350 or GS 455, not a
455-only package. That means a documented 1972 GSX can be a small-block car — and the market
values the 455 cars accordingly.

1972 was the industry's switch from gross to net horsepower ratings, which makes the numbers look
alarming until you understand the change: the 455 four-barrel was rated 250 net hp, the Stage 1 270 net
hp. These are the same basic engines as 1971, measured by a stingier standard — a 1972 Stage 1 is not
“75 hp slower” than a 1971, it is rated differently. Compression fell and the market changed, but the GSX
package — stripes, spoiler, handling, wheels — carried on.

Styling for 1972: the revised front and rear, GSX stripes in the 1972 pattern, and the package's equipment.
With 44 built, every documented 1972 GSX is effectively a one-of-one when color, engine, and
transmission are factored — and documentation is the entire value proposition.

Chapter 4 — VIN and Cowl-Tag Decoding: Proving a Real GSX

The 1971-1972 Buick VIN is 13 characters: division (4 = Buick), series, body style (37 = 2-door hardtop
coupe — the GSX body), engine code, model-year digit (1 = 1971, 2 = 1972), assembly plant, and the
sequential production number.

Here is the fact that governs this entire chapter, from the GSX identification references: the VIN alone
does not prove a GSX. The VIN identifies a GS-series Skylark with a given engine; the GSX was an
option package, and the package is proven by the build sheet (the factory broadcast sheet listing every
option as built) and the Fisher cowl tag (paint, trim, build date, and option codes). A “GSX” with a correct
VIN but no build sheet and no cowl-tag evidence is a Skylark with stripes until proven otherwise.

The authentication stack

m VIN: must decode as a GS-series 2-door hardtop with a V8 engine code consistent with the car's
drivetrain. Decode the engine code against a year-specific Buick chart — 1971 and 1972 codes differ.
m Cowl tag: the Fisher body tag on the firewall gives paint code, trim code, build date, and option codes.
The GSX package leaves traces here; compare against documented GSX tags.

m Build sheet: the ultimate proof — it lists the GSX option package explicitly. Survivors hide under
seats, above the headliner, and behind door panels.

m Protect-O-Plate / dealer docs: the original owner's warranty plate and the dealer invoice corroborate
the package.

m Component dates: engine, transmission, and axle dates must cluster before the build date.

The Stage 1 question. Published records do not cleanly divide 1971 GSX production by

engine — do not assume every 1971 GSX was a Stage 1 car. The build sheet settles

which 455 the car was born with. A Stage 1 claim without build-sheet evidence is a story,

and Stage 1 money for a story is money thrown away.
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