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1967 Cadillac Eldorado

Factory-Correct Restoration Guide

Key facts at a glance

Model Cadillac Eldorado 1967 Drive Front-wheel drive
(E-body)
Wheelbase 120 in Engine 429 V8 (340 hp) Transmission Turbo

Hydra-Matic 425 (FWD)

Notable First FWD Eldorado; 429 only year Every specification
in this guide was checked against factory literature,
marque references, period road tests, and...
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Single-year coverage. Factory-correct specifications. No guesswork.
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Chapter 1 — Cadillac: The Standard of the World

Cadillac was founded in 1902 from the remains of Henry Ford's second company, built around Henry
Leland's obsession with precision. In 1908 Cadillac won the Dewar Trophy by assembling three cars from
parts bins after completely disassembling them — proving interchangeable parts and earning the slogan
“Standard of the World.” General Motors bought Cadillac in 1909, and it has been GM's flagship ever
since.
The milestones read like automotive history itself: the electric self-starter (1912), the first production V8
(1915), the LaSalle companion marque (1927), the V16 (1930), the tailfin (1948), the overhead-valve V8
(1949), and the 1959 Eldorado — the tallest-finned, most extravagant American car ever built. Through it
all Cadillac's promise never changed: the best-engineered luxury car America could build, backed by the
best dealer service.
The 1967 Eldorado was Cadillac's boldest move since the V16: the division's first front-wheel-drive car,
sharing the revolutionary Toronado-derived E-body architecture. It made the Eldorado the personal-luxury
coupe against the Thunderbird and Continental Mark Ill — and the most technologically advanced
Cadillac ever built.
For the restorer, Cadillac's engineering depth is the good news and the FWD system is the homework.
The big Cadillac V8s are among the most durable engines ever built, trim was made to Cadillac standards
(which means it restores beautifully), and the Cadillac-LaSalle Club preserves the knowledge base. The
front-drive transaxle demands a specialist — budget accordingly.
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RESTORATIONESSENTIALS
2 — The Eldorado: From Dream Car to Front-Drive

Flagship

The Eldorado name debuted in 1953 as a limited-production convertible — one of 532 — and grew into
Cadillac's flagship series: the 1957-1958 Eldorado Brougham (with its stainless roof, air suspension, and
$13,000 price), the finned glory of 1959-1960, and the crisp 1961-1966 cars. Through 1966 the Eldorado
was a rear-drive convertible and coupe on the big Cadillac chassis.

For 1967 Cadillac reinvented it completely: a front-wheel-drive personal-luxury coupe on the GM E-body
platform shared with the Oldsmobile Toronado, with Bill Mitchell's razor-edged styling, the 429 V8, and
standard front disc brakes. The convertible was gone; the coupe was everything. The 1967-1970
Eldorados — 120-inch wheelbase, 429 then 472 then 500 cubic inches — are the purest expression of the
idea. For 1971 the Eldorado grew into a larger, more formal coupe (126-inch wheelbase) that carried the
formula through the decade.

For the restorer, the dividing lines are 1967 (all-new FWD), 1968 (472 V8), 1970 (500 V8), and 1971
(all-new larger body). Trim, sheet metal, and details are year-specific throughout; buy by exact year.

Chapter 3 — What Makes 1967 Different

The 1967 Eldorado is the revolution year — Cadillac's first front-wheel-drive car and the debut of the GM
E-body personal-luxury coupe. Bill Mitchell's razor-edged styling, the 120-inch wheelbase, the 429 V8
(340 hp), standard front disc brakes, and the Turbo Hydra-Matic 425 chain-drive automatic: every element
was new, and the car was an instant landmark — Motor Trend's circle gave it the attention usually
reserved for exotics.

The 429 V8 — 4.13 x 4.00 inches, 10.5:1 compression, 340 hp and 480 Ib-ft — was the final year of
Cadillac's 429 and the only engine ever offered in a 1967 Eldorado. The '67 wore its quad headlamps
exposed in the full-width grille — one of the most distinctive faces of the decade.

For the restorer, 1967 is first-year specification for everything: the FWD system, the E-body trim, the 429
installation. First-year parts are the hardest to find and the most important to get right — buy by exact year
and verify against 1967 literature only.

Chapter 4 — VIN and Cowl-Tag Decoding

The 1967 Cadillac serial number is 12 characters and carries no engine code — Cadillac offered one
engine, so the year digit is the engine identifier: 7 = 429. From 1968 the 13-character VIN adds an engine
code in the fifth position: 9 = 472 (1968-1969), 9 = 500 (1970), N = 500 (1971), Q =500 (1972), T = 500
(1973). The series letter H identifies the Eldorado; it is followed by the body-style code, the engine code
(1968-up), the model-year digit, the assembly-plant code, and the sequential production number.

The Fisher cowl tag on the firewall carries the paint code, trim code, build date, and option codes — the
complete factory specification. Decode paint and trim only against year-specific Cadillac charts. The build
sheet, when it survives, lists every option as built.

One engine per year — and what that means. Because each model year had exactly

one Eldorado engine, engine-swapping is immediately detectable: a 1967 car must have

a 429, a 1968-1969 a 472, and so on. The block casting number and date must match

the VIN's year. A 1970 Eldorado with a 472 block has been engine-swapped — value it

accordingly.

Chapter 5 — The Engine: Cadillac's Big V8
One engine was offered in the 1967 Eldorado: the 429 V8 in its final year.
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