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1. Manufacturer History: Plymouth

Plymouth was created in 1928 by Walter P. Chrysler as his answer to Ford and Chevrolet: a
low-priced car with engineering a step above its price class. The first Plymouth, the Model Q, carried
hydraulic brakes at a time when its rivals still used mechanical brakes, and the brand's reputation for
value engineering was set early. Through the Depression, Plymouth grew into America's
number-three brand by selling honest, durable transportation.
The 1950s brought Virgil Exner's 'Forward Look' styling, tailfins, and torsion-bar front suspension
('Torsion-Aire'), which gave Plymouths handling their competitors could not match. The 1960s were
Plymouth's performance decade: the Max Wedge Super Stock cars, the 1964 Barracuda (which beat
the Ford Mustang to market by two weeks), the GTX, and the 1968 Road Runner — a back-to-basics
muscle car that proved performance could be affordable.
Chrysler's engineering culture shaped every Plymouth of this era: the slant-six, the LA small-block V8
family, the B and RB big-blocks, the 426 Hemi, the TorqueFlite automatic (widely considered the best
automatic of its day), and unit-body construction that made Mopars lighter and more rigid than their
body-on-frame rivals. For the restorer, this is good news: mechanical parts interchange broadly
across the corporation, and factory service manuals are unusually thorough.
The 1970s brought emissions controls, insurance surcharges, and the end of the high-compression
era. Plymouth soldiered on with Volare, Horizon, and a string of rebadged Mitsubishis before the
brand was discontinued in 2001. But the 1964-1973 performance cars — Barracuda, GTX, Road
Runner, Duster 340, and the Superbird — remain the heart of the hobby, and factory-correct
restoration of these cars is supported by one of the deepest reproduction ecosystems in the
business.

2. Model History: Plymouth Barracuda

The 1970 Barracuda was a clean-sheet reinvention. Plymouth abandoned the A-body compact
formula that had defined the Barracuda since 1964 and moved the nameplate to the brand-new
E-body platform — a dedicated 108-inch-wheelbase pony-car chassis shared only with the Dodge
Challenger. Lower, wider, and far more aggressive than the car it replaced, the E-body Barracuda
was Plymouth's answer to the Mustang, Camaro, and its own corporate twin, and it arrived with an
engine lineup that stretched from a 225-cubic-inch slant-six to the 426 Street Hemi.
Plymouth organized the E-body Barracuda as a three-tier trim hierarchy, and understanding the
hierarchy is the single most important thing a buyer or restorer can do. The BH code denoted the
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base Barracuda — the volume car, available as a hardtop or convertible. The BP code was the Gran
Coupe, a luxury-trim Barracuda with plusher interior appointments, standard 318 V8, and distinctive
trim, offered for 1970 and 1971. The BS code was the 'Cuda — the performance series with its own
standard and optional engines, heavy-duty suspension, and bolder styling. Three codes, three
missions, one platform.
The E-body Barracuda's peak came early. The 1970 and 1971 cars could be ordered with the full
Chrysler performance arsenal: the 340 small-block, the 383 and 440 big-blocks, the 440 Six Barrel,
and the 426 Hemi. The 1971 cars wore a controversial but now-beloved refresh — a new grille with
four headlights, gilled quarter panels on the 'Cuda, and billboard stripes — and 1971 was the last
year for the big-block engines, the Gran Coupe, and the 'Cuda convertible in large numbers.
For 1972 the E-body Barracuda was rationalized hard. The big-blocks were gone, the Gran Coupe
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was gone, and the performance story narrowed to the 340 small-block in the 'Cuda. The base
Barracuda continued with the slant-six and 318. Through 1973 and into 1974 the cars sold steadily
but without the fireworks of the launch years, and the E-body platform was discontinued after 1974 —
a victim of insurance surcharges, emissions regulations, and the end of the high-compression era.
For the restorer, the E-body Barracuda is the most-supported Mopar in the hobby: reproduction
sheetmetal, trim, interior, and mechanical parts are all available, and the cars' values justify the
investment. The challenge is authentication, not parts. Base BH cars are routinely dressed as BS
'Cudas, and Gran Coupes are re-trimmed into clones. The VIN's second character (H, P, or S) never
lies about which car the factory built — decode it before you pay 'Cuda money, and demand the
fender tag and broadcast sheet on any car priced as a performance model.

3. What Makes the 1973 Unique

The 1973 Barracuda is the simplest E-body ever offered: two models, two engines, no six-cylinder, no
big-blocks. The base BH Barracuda came standard with the 318 V8 — the slant-six was discontinued
after 1972 — and the BS 'Cuda carried the 318 standard with the 340 optional. It is the E-body
distilled to its essentials, and for a driver-grade restoration it is arguably the most honest car of the
generation.
The 1973 cars are visually distinguished by the federally mandated 5-mph front bumper, which added
prominent bumper guards to the E-body's nose. The change is the easiest way to spot a 1973 at a
glance, and the bumper hardware is 1973-specific — verify part numbers, because the earlier cars'
bumpers do not interchange. Side-impact protection was also strengthened for 1973.
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Mechanically, 1973 is a carryover year: the 318 (150 net hp) and the 340 (240 net hp, 8.5:1
compression) continued with detail refinements, electronic ignition remained standard, and the
TorqueFlite and A833 continued as the transmission choices. The simplicity is a restoration virtue —
fewer configurations, fewer parts traps, and broad interchange with the high-volume 1972 cars.
Production totaled 19,281 cars: 9,976 base Barracuda hardtops and 9,305 'Cuda hardtops. The
near-parity between the base car and the 'Cuda is unusual in the E-body record and reflects the
simplified lineup — with only two models, buyers split almost evenly. The 1973 base Barracuda
hardtop is the most affordable entry into documented E-body ownership, and complete cars remain
findable.
Restoration notes specific to 1973: the 5-mph front bumper system is 1973-only — do not 'backdate'
it to the cleaner 1970-1972 nose, because the VIN and fender tag will always identify the car as a
1973 and the modification destroys value. Verify 1973-only trim and bumper part numbers before
buying. The 318 cars use the LA small-block torque table in this guide; the 340 cars are covered in
the companion 1973 'Cuda guide.
The 1973-only 5-mph front bumper is the restorer's defining challenge: the bumper, guards, brackets,
and filler panels are unique to this year and expensive in restorable condition. Everything behind the
bumper is pure 1972 E-body, so a 1973 restoration is really a 1972 restoration wearing a battering
ram.
Market reality: 1973 is the most affordable entry into BS 'Cuda ownership, and the 340 cars deliver
nearly all of the 1972 experience for less money. The bumper's looks are polarizing, which keeps
prices rational — buy the best-documented car you can find, because restoration costs don't care
about purchase price.
Mechanically these are the most refined E-bodies: electronic ignition, improved seals and gaskets,
and three years of production debugging behind them. The 340/4-speed combination is the one to

RESTORATIONESSENTIALS

Page 3 of 23

SAMPLE EXCERPT — full guide available at the link on the cover sheet


